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TOP NEWS 


FIGHTING 
TO SAVE 
THE COAST 


Thousands of 
firefighters try 

to protect homes 
along L.A. coast as 
wildfires loom. A4 


Blackout hits 
Atlanta airport 
A power outage 
brings the world’s 
busiest airport to a 
standstill. A2 


McCain might 
miss tax vote 
Arizona senator 
returns home after 
cancer treatment, 
hospital stay. A4 


French sailor 
sets a record 
Solo around-world 
trip is 6 days faster 
than anyone. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Arrests made 
in hit-and-run 
Dozens remember 
St. Paul worker 
killed on bike; two 
arrested. A10 


Protests over 
Handy decision 
Family members, 
others denounce 
decision to clear 

St. Paul police. A10 


Not enough 
bus drivers 
Metro Transit’s 
driver shortage 
leads to canceled 
runs. A10 


SPORTS 


Blackhawks 
dump Wild 
Early deficit turns 
into a second 
straight loss for 
Minnesota. C3 


Ailing Butler 
misses practice 
Back injury might 
force Wolves star 
to the sideline. C10 


BUSINESS 


Solar gardens 
are blossoming 
Number of proj- 
ects, energy they 
produce is on rise 
in Minnesota. D1 


VARIETY 

‘Last Jedi’ is 
No. 2 of all time 
The latest “Star 
Wars” movie hit 
$220 million in 
U.S. opening. E8 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Kelly Clarkson will 
heat up chilly foot- 
ball fans as head- 
liner for Super 
Bowl pregame par- 
ties on Feb. 4. A10 


SPORTS 
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One goal is reached, others beckon 


40° EX 28° 


Yes, you read that right. 
Enjoy! A16 
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THE FUTURE OF FOOD 


Northstar Bison, one of the largest producers of 100 percent grass-fed bison, takes up to three years to raise each bison. 


Rise of grass-fed meat 
forces industry to shift 


Companies feel intense pressure to appeal to changing preference 


Story by KRISTEN LEIGH PAINTER ¢ Photos by GLEN STUBBE œ Star Tribune 


RICE LAKE, WIS. 


ee Graese started raising bison in the mid-1990s, after the for- 
mer professional powerlifter and his nutritionist wife, Mary, 


SIZZLING GROWTH 


Sales of grass-fed beef have soared 
in recent years as consumers became 
more concerned about how food is 


decided it was the best source of nutrient-rich, lean proteins 

to feed their young family. 

From that start, they committed to feeding their animals grass 

rather than the grains that most farmers use to fatten their livestock 
before slaughter. Instead of housing them in closely confined pens and 
feedlots, the family allows their bison to graze in fields until the moment 
they are harvested for their meat. 
“The slaughter and processing world is all about efficiency,” said Lee 
Graese’s son, Sean. “We have a little different philosophy. We work at 
a snail’s pace when we are out there during the field harvest. It’s better 
for the rancher and the consumer and the animal.” 
Americans consume billions of pounds of meat each year, but the indus- 
trial approach to producing it faces rising scrutiny from environmentalists, 


animal rights activists and consumers. Sales ofbeef produced the traditional 
way have been in decline, and consumers looking for healthier, more envi- 


$17M 


ronmentally friendly options are increasingly turning to grass-fed meat. 


Sales of fresh grass-fed beef soared from $17 million in 2012 to $272 


2012* 


million just four years later, according to Nielsen data published in an 


April report from Bonterra Partners, an 


See MEAT on A8 > 


produced and how nutritious it is. 


$272M 


2016* 


“Fiscal years ending in June. 


Sources: stonebarnscenter.org; Bonterra Partners 
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U.S. soldier 
fought back in 
Niger attack 


La David Johnson was not 
captured alive, report says. 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - Army Set. 
La David Johnson died in a 
hail of gunfire, hit as many as 18 
times as he took cover in thick 
brush, fighting to the end after 
fleeing militants who had just 
killed three comrades in an 
October ambush in Niger, the 
Associated Press has learned. 

A military investigation has 
concluded that Johnson wasn’t 
captured alive or killed at close 
range, dispelling a swirl of 
rumors about how he died. 

The report has determined 
that Johnson, 25, of Miami 
Gardens, Fla., was killed by 
enemy rifle and machine-gun 
fire from members of an ISIS 
offshoot, according to U.S. 

See JOHNSON on A6» 


By ERIN GOLDEN 
erin.golden@startribune.com 


Five months into the 
problematic rollout of Min- 
nesota’s new vehicle licens- 
ing system, some state law- 
makers are calling for a bail- 
out for licensing offices that 


TAB RENEWAL 
LINE ONLY 


GLEN STUBBE - glen.stubbe@startribune.com 
Frustrated customers waited in line at the South St. Paul Quick-Serv vehicle services center. 


Bailout eyed for license bureaus 


State’s flawed computer system has some registrars operating in the red. 


have faced major financial 
losses as they’ve tried to keep 
up with demand for plates, 
tabs and titles. 

As legislators heard new 
testimony about long wait 
times at licensing offices 
and monthslong processing 
delays for car titles, there was 


renewed focus on the surg- 
ing expenses for the 174 dep- 
uty registrars’ offices run as 
private businesses or by cit- 
ies and counties around the 
state. Some of those offices’ 
operators say they’re pulling 
money out of their personal 

See LICENSES on Al6 > 


Putin to 
Trump: 
Tell CIA 
‘thanks’ 


Russian president says 
U.S. intelligence helped 
stop major terror attack. 


By ANDREW E. KRAMER 
New York Times 


MOSCOW - President Vlad- 
imir Putin called President 
Donald Trump on Sunday to 
thank him for the work of the 
Central Intelligence Agency in 
helping prevent an ISIS attack 
in the northern Russian city of 
St. Petersburg. 

The unusual call — coun- 
tries share intelligence all the 
time, but presidents rarely 
publicly thank one another for 
it — was confirmed by White 
House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders. 

In rare words of praise for 
the CIA, Putin said the agency 
had provided information that 
“helped detain terrorists plan- 
ning explosions,” the Kremlin 
said in a statement posted 
on its website. The attackers 
planned to strike crowded 
sites including Kazan Cathe- 
dral, a landmark Orthodox 
Christian church, the state- 
ment said. 

“The information received 
from the CIA was sufficient 
to search for and detain crim- 
inals,” the statement said. 
“The head of the Russian state 
asked the American president 
to convey words of thanks to 
the director of the CIA and 
the American intelligence 
officers who received this 
information.” 

The attack was described 
as imminent. It was said to 

See TRUMP on A4> 


Best Buy still 
paying idled 
Puerto Rico 
employees 


Moveis part of retailer's 
aid to hurricane victims. 


By KAVITA KUMAR 
kavita.kumar@startribune.com 


While its stores on the 
island have been closed, Best 
Buy has still been paying its 
employees in Puerto Rico 
since September when Hurri- 
cane Maria caused once-in-a- 
lifetime damage to the island. 

Many still don’t have power 
or in some cases running 
water, but some can get back 
to a sense of normalcy and to 
work again. Best Buy finally 
reopened one of the stores 
Friday, complete with spe- 
cial kitchen packages — and 
financing options — because 
so many of the U.S. island’s 
residents had appliances 
destroyed by flooding. More 
than 100 people lined up out- 
side the store in the Hato Rey 
neighborhood of San Juan for 
its grand reopening. 

That store will need more 
repairs after the holidays, 
but it was important for the 

See BEST BUY on Al2 > 


N Best Buy’s Corie 
Barry:“Many of 
these decisions 
came at a cost, but 
| they were...the 
right thing to do.” 
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